
 

To Area 2 Membership: 
 
 The board is looking forward to meeting many of you at our upcoming Festival at 
SUNY Oswego. There is still time and opportunities to sign up for Tracks.  The Saturday 
Educators Track is open to our registrants at no extra cost. But you must register for it by 
using the Educators’ Track registration form that can be found on the Area 2 web site. 
 

 At the May 2013 Area 2 Board Meeting, we approved a new organizational 

plan for the Area 2 Board, effective October 1, 2013.  The plan does not affect any of our 
By-laws, but distributes the duties of the board a bit differently. One item that may interest 
you is that the position of State Chairs is being eliminated.  We are still looking for a           
Financial Advisor and will possibly be looking for a Legal Advisor.  
 

 Do you have ideas about how our Biennial Festival should be run?  Here is 

your chance to help make it happen. We will now have a Festival Committee, the 
members of which do not have to be Area 2 Board members.  The committee will report to 
the Past Chair.  So when you are at Festival this summer, talk to board members about          
possibly serving on this committee for the 2015 Festival to be held at the University of 
Scranton.  
 
 Remember, you do not have to be a choir director to help out or to serve in           
positions on the board. Members of a bell choir are indirectly members of AGEHR or          
Handbell Musicians of America if their director or organization has a membership. 
 
 A FREE CONCERT: 2013 Festival Conference Concert:   
  4 pm Sunday, June 30th in the SUNY Oswego Arena. 
 

 VIRGINIA HANDBELL CONSORT CHOIR CONCERT:   

  Tickets $ 5        . 

  8:00 pm, Saturday, June 29, 2013 in Tyler Auditorium 

  SUNY Oswego Campus. (more information inside). 

 

Jackie AndersonJackie AndersonJackie Anderson   
 
Jackie Anderson 
Chair, Area 2     
 

Ballots have been mailed to all our members.   

Please vote by June 15th! 
 
 
 
  

 

From the Chair . . .From the Chair . . .From the Chair . . .   
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Share your TTT with your ringers!   
Our new slogan is: 

 
 

FORWARD RATHER THAN DELETE!!!  FORWARD RATHER THAN DELETE!!!  FORWARD RATHER THAN DELETE!!!     
 

 

Check out the Festival Information  

Inside this issue! 



 

Area 2 Oswego Handbell Conferences 

Calling all Area 2 Handbell Ringers! 
 
Just letting you know that things are getting busy as we prepare for our Conferences in Oswego, NY!       
Below is a list of pertinent items for your attention. Additional details can be found on our Website at 
www.area2agehr.org. Also look for additional information in the upcoming Twice Tolled Tales Newsletter 
that will be coming out shortly! 

 

*BOTH YOUNG RINGERS AND FESTIVAL PARTICIPANTS: Remember that Lin-

ens are NOT included in your registrations. So bring your own towels and bedding. 
 

*It is not too late to sign up for tracks for festival conference. 
 

*If you have any dietary concerns for yourself or a ringer in your choir, please notify 

Jackie Anderson at anderson@rpa.net or 585-703-2381. 
 

*You can still sign up for festival until June 1st. 
 

*There is a letter to the Young Ringers Participants in the TTT. 
 

*Class Descriptions, Sign up instructions and Class List are on the Web site and in the 

Twice Tolled Tales. 
 

*The Swimming Pool will be available for our use at certain times. So bring your swim 

suits! 

 

It's still not to late to come for the fun! 
 

Your Area 2 Conference Teams! 

Other Important Festival Information in this issue of Twice Tolled Tales include: 

 

Classes being offered and their descriptions 

 

A sign up sheet for classes—send it in! 

 

Information on our Featured Concert by VHC! 

 

A letter for all Young Ringer Choirs from Susan Guse 
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Classes and Clinicians for the 2013 Area 2 Festival at SUNY Oswego 
 

Below is a list of classes, with Clinicians, being offered at the Festival in Oswego.  Full descriptions follow on the next pages. 
 
The clinicians with (*) after their names are members of the Virginia Handbell Consort Choir. To sign up for classes, go to 
the Area 2 Web site at www.area2agehr.org , or use the page of this TTT.  You will have the opportunity to select the classes 
in which you are interested.  A board member will then assign you a time that is appropriate for your ringing division.  
 
 Dividing the Beat in Simple Meter    Michael Joy 
 Compound Meter (6/8)     Michael Joy 
 Demystifying Changing and Asymmetric Meter (5/8, 7/8, etc). Michael Joy 
 Ways to conquer Challenging Rhythms   Michael Joy 
 Recording Your Bell Choir    John Baker 
 Skills needed to play level 3 music    Janet Van Valey 

Skills needed to play levels 4 and 5 music   Janet Van Valey 
 Achieving  Musicality     Janet Van Valey 
 Ringing Bronze with Musicality    Janet Van Valey 
 Change Ringing on Petit & Fritsen Bells (Dutch)  Karen Simons* 
 Ringing in the Battery     Karen Simons*/Reylene Starego 
 What THEY see is what YOU get!  (for directors)   Al Reese* 
 Leadership and Ringer Assessment for 
    Developing Choirs    Al Reese* 
 Handbell Techniques on Handchiimes   Donna Writesel*/Bob Ward 
 Percussive Techniques (mallets, tds, and more)  Cindy Lewis* 
 Basic Treble Bell Techniques (shelley, 4-in-hand)  Ann Morgan* 
 Directors’ Roundtable     Donna Writesel* 
 Basic Bass Bell Techniques    Joyce Easter* 
 Assigning Bass Bells for easier ringing   Joyce Easter* 
 You have to MOVE to ring!    Marilyn Shenenberger 
 Bell Trees      Sue Garton 

Solo Ringing  Class (not track)    Sue Garton 
 Music Theory      Martha Alford 

Games & Community Building    Margi Zearley 
For Youth & the Young at Heart: Skills and Drills  Margi Zearley 
Composition for Ringers (youth focus)   Margi Zearley 
Accessing and using Area and National Websites  Jill Fedon 

              Copyright Law      Bob Ward 

Rossetti’s Rehearsal Rxemedies    Jim Rossetti   

Directorless  Ensembles     Bill Alexander 
Multiple Bell Techniques –intermediate/advanced  Ron Bellamy 

  
  
In addition, there are 2 performance tracks (copper and bronze), 2 directors’ tracks (beginning and intermediate), a beginning 
ensemble track and beginning solo track.  
 
Reading Sessions will be held for Advent/Christmas music, Level 3 & 4 music, The Liturgical Year (levels 1 and 2),              
Level 1 & 2 music, Level 2 & 3 music, and one for Secular music. 
 
There will be maintenance classes for both Schulmerich and Malmark Bells. 
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Virgina Handbell Consort Choir Concert 
8:00 pm, Saturday, June 29, 2013 

Tyler Auditorium, SUNY Oswego Campus 
Tickets $5 at the door 

(Tickets are free to Festival Participants) 
 

 Virginia Handbell Consort (VHC) was formed in 1996 as the first community handbell             
ensemble in the Hampton Roads area of Virginia.  Using 6 octaves of Schulmerich Bells,                 
5 ½ octaves of Malmark chimes and 3 octaves of Petit and Fritsen bells, VHC has performed at 
the John F. Kennedy Center, AGEHR Area 3 Festivals, the 50

th
 anniversary of AGEHR and also 

with the Virginia Symphony.   
 
 With the help of the Virginia Commission for the Arts’ Touring Assistance grants, VHC has 
performed across Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland, and Washington D.C.  Currently under the  
direction of Al Reese, VHC is happy to add New York state as a destination as we continue to 
“Share the Joy of Ringing.” 
 
 This spring, VHC goes ‘On Stage’ to play music from the stage and screen.  From opera: 
the overtures from Bizet’s ‘Carmen’ and Rossini’s ‘An Italian in Algiers.’  ‘Nessun Dorma’ from 
Puccini’s ‘Turandot,’ ‘Meditation’ from Massenet’s opera Thaïs and ‘Summertime’ from Gershwin’s 
Porgy and Bess will complete our trip to the opera. 
 
 The music from the legendary Henry Mancini has graced many a movie theatre;                     
Pachelbel’s ‘Canon in D’ has appeared in many movies!  The movie Amadeus brought so much of 
Mozart’s music to our ears; we’ll present  ‘Eine Kleine Nachtmusik.’ And who can forget the big 
bands in the movies – The Glenn Miller Story, Orchestra Wives and The Benny Goodman Story 
will be remembered with Al’s big band arrangement titled ‘Duke, Glenn and Woody.’   Not to be 
ignored is the Broadway stage with ‘Send in the Clowns’ from A Little Night Music. The ‘small 
screen’ will be represented by ‘Bronze Tango,’ an original piece written by VHC’s director, Al 
Reese, that is reminiscent of music used for an Argentine Tango on ‘Dancing With the Stars.’ 
 
 So, grab your tub of popcorn, your opera glasses or your 3D glasses and join VHC ‘On 

Stage!’ 
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VHC is our Featured Choir VHC is our Featured Choir   

this year at Festival!  this year at Festival!    

Sounds like a great time!Sounds like a great time!  



Notes for Young Ringers 
  

This summer, Oswego is the cool place to be on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, June 25th – 27th . 
. . on the ice rink.  That’s right, we will actually be on ice while we are ringing.  Of course, the frozen stuff 
will be covered with a special layer of insulation to protect it from all of us standing on it, and to protect our 
feet from the cold temperature. 
  
Even though you won’t need ice skates on the ringing floor, don’t forget a swimming suit.  There is an indoor 
pool on the campus that we will be able to use during our free time.  And if the pool isn’t big enough for you, 
there is Lake Ontario, all 7,430 square miles of water (that’s the surface area), only a block away from the 
entrance to the Arena.  Did you know that “Ontario”H in Iroquois means “beautiful lake?”H  And with all that  
water nearby, evenings tend to get chilly, so don’t forget to pack a sweater or sweatshirt. 
  
Have you been practicing your bell techniques?  Make sure your marts and mallets are in good 
shape.  What about the articulation of that phrase? Or dynamics that change from section to section; even 

measure to measure.  Our director, Margi Zearley, is an expert in the field (and maybe on the ice 
rink?!).  Make sure that you go to the Area 2 website and click on “rehearsal notes”H to find out just exactly 
how to prepare the pieces that we will be playing at the Festival.  And if you are having any trouble with your 
counting, we have plenty of workshops classes to help you out.  
  
Tell your director that your choir should make a ring of ribbons on a wristlet or attach long ribbons to the  
handles of your bell.  We will be ringing Procession Number Four, at the beginning of the final concert and 

would like to make a grand entrance.  Not only will the ringers sound grand but we will look grand as 
well.  
  
And don’t forget the fun things that happen at Young Ringers Festival - just to name a few: cup stackers, 
food, ice cream social, tie dye gloves, the cup game, food, minute to win it, did I mention food????  We are 
all looking forward to it and hope you are too.  See you there!  
  
From Susan Guse 

Young Ringers 2013 Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 

Festival Conference Attendees Take Note! 

The Young Ringers Concert  
 

is Thursday, June 27 at 2:15 
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New Jersey 

 

New York 
 

Evang. Luth. Ch of the Redeemer 
William Chandler 

Kingston, NY  12401 
 

Tim Socha 

Buffalo, NY  14216 
 

Patti Squier 

Palmyra, NY 14522 
 

Marcie Ver Ploeg 
Pittsford, NY  14534 
 

Barbara Florini 

Jamesville, NY  13078 
 

Charles Kelley 

Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ontario 

 

Pennsylvania 
 

Wayne Presbyterian Church 

Jeff Fowler 

Wayne, PA 19087 
 

Sue Graves 

West Chester, PA 19380 
 

Lutheran Church of God’s Love 

Patricia Guth 

Holland, PA 18966 
 

Nancy Maier 

Mohnton, PA  19540 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malmark Bellcraftsmen 

Tim James Schuback 

Plumsteadville, PA  18940 
 

Sara Miller 

Berwick, PA  18603 
 

St. Michaels Evang. Lutheran Ch 

Kathryn Skewis 

Strasburg, PA  17579 
 

Queen City Bronze 

Rosemary Winton 

Titusville, PA  16354 
 

Emelyn Olson 

North East, PA  16428 
 

Willa Doswell 

Harrison City, PA  15636 
 

Jeffrey Clouse 

Mt. Joy, PA  17552 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

Richard Cochrane 

Clark Summit, PA  18411 
 

 

 

New MembersNew MembersNew Members   
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A.G.E.H.R AREA 2  continues to accept applications for the   
Hand Chime Lending Program  

  
 

Applications will be accepted until all sets have been allocated for Summer 2013 and the school year 
2013-2014. Contact the AGEHR CHiME Chair about set availibilty. 

 
Handchime Lending Program: 

The purpose of AGEHR Area 2's Handchime 
Lending Program is to promote the ringing of 
handchimes in Public or Private Elementary or 
Secondary schools, Churches, or Community 
Groups within our area of Pennsylvania, New 
York, New Jersey and Ontario. This program       
is a valuable introduction to the art of ringing 
instruments and often becomes a focal point     
in expanding such programs in the local          
community. 

About the Loan Program 

          AGEHR Area 2 has 9 sets of three-octave handchimes to loan.   

   The loan periods are:     

           One (1) school year (September 1 through June) with return of  handchimes to    
                                                           Area 2  by June 15, 2014. 

-OR- 

One (1) summer session (July 1 – August 15) with return of handchimes to  
   Area 2 by August 22 

    Eligibility Requirements 

1. Public or Private Elementary or Secondary school, Church, or Community Group within           
Area 2 of AGEHR. 

2. Handchimes will be loaned only once to a particular school, church or group. 
3. Preference will be given to a new school district before another school within the same             

district. 
4. Preference will be given to organizations with existing music programs. 
5. Must be a member of AGEHR, or willing to become a member of AGEHR if loan is                   

approved. 
 
For further information visit the Area 2 website:  
http://www.area2agehr.org/programs/chimes/chimes.shtml 
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PLEASE DISTRIBUTE THIS ISSUE TO YOUR RINGERS. 

Forward Rather Than Delete!!! 



Next TTT deadline is 
August 15August 15August 15, 2013 

TWICE TOLLED TALES is published four times per year 
for the membership of AGEHR Area 2.  Publication dates for 
2013 are February, June, September and November.  The 
deadline for articles and photos is the fifteenth day of the 
month prior to the publication date; these will be included as 
space permits.  It is preferred that articles be sent in the  
format of Microsoft Office 2003 (or later) Publisher as an 
email attachment.  Articles may also be sent in MS Word 
format (2003 or later) or in hard copy form, typewritten.   
Photos are always welcome.  All information for publication 
and advertisements should be sent to the editor with TTT            
newsletter in the subject area: 
 
 Kathie Bittenbender                                         
 RBittenben@verizon.net 
 292 Founders Way   
 717-697-6257 
 Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 
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Bethany Presbyterian Church in Rochester, NY   
is seeking a Bell Choir Director, part time:            
10 hours per week, September through May. We 
are in search of an experienced leader with ability 
to work with all ages, teaching and inspiring 
Bethany’s handbell ringers. Rehearse weekly 
three Handbell Choirs, two of which play level 3 
& 4 literature using 5 Octaves of Malmark Bells 
and Chimes. Direct Bell Choirs in regular and 
special worship services, as scheduled, in           
collaboration with the Head of Staff and Director 
of Music. Select literature and make additions to 
our extensive handbell music library. The Teen 
Bell choir traditionally participates in the biennial 
Handbell Musicians of America Festival in June 
at the Coppers level. Salary range 7K to 8K        
dependent on experience.  
 

Apply Bethany Presbyterian Church, 3000 Dewey 
Avenue, Rochester, NY 14616,  
bethpres@frontiernet.net.  
Accepting applications through July 1.  



http://www.area2agehr.org 

Chairman  

Jackie Anderson 
anderson@rpa.net  
337 Allenboro Dr.  
Webster, NY  14580 
585-265-9054  
 

Chair-Elect  

Susan Guse 
sguse@frontiernet.net  
53 Marges Way  
Hopewell Junction, NY 12533 
845-227-7696  
 

Treasurer  

Jeremy Peters 
psbfan6@gmail.com 
250 Fairhaven Rd. 
Rochester, NY  14610 
585-233-1451  
 

Secretary  

Christina Lenti 
clenti@thirdpresbyterian.org 
4 Meigs Street 
Rochester, NY  14607 
585-271-6513 
 

Past Chair  

Jim Rossetti  
jdrmaestro@comcast.net 
104 Woodberry Rd 
Baden, PA  15005 
412-913-5728   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership  

Reylene Starego 
anda1anda2@comcast.net 
600 Driscol Drive 
Brick, NJ  08724 
610-739-2508 
 

NJ State Representative 

Jill Fedon  
jill.fedon@verizon.net 
908-835-1491  
199 Broad Street  
Washington, NJ  07882 
 

NY State Representative 

Cynthia Reineke  
turtle5210@excite.com  
75 Old Red Mill Rd.     
Rensselaer, NY  12144 
518-368-6514 
 

PA State Representative 

 

 

 

CHIME Chair  

Bob Ward 
RJWardNY@optonline.net 
99 Sunny Brook Circle  
Highland, NY  12528 
845-691-2124  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mentoring Chair  

Marilyn Shenenberger  
handbelle@comcast.net 
771 N. Pennsylvania Ave 
Morrisville, PA 19067 
609-871-8819 
 

Workshop Coordinator 

Betsy Barr 
wtbarr50@gmail.com 
6057 Independence Way 
Ontario, NY  14519 
315-524-3816 
 

Historian 
Cory Davis 
cbdavis@gmail.com 
28-25 34th Street #1 
Astoria, NY  11103 
718-255-6317 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Area II Board Members 2011—2013 

Special Group Liaison 
Joyce Klinck 
pjklinck@comcast.net 
380 Selby Place 
Blue Bell, PA  19422 
 

Webmaster  

John Braden 
j.braden@uslightning.org 
328 Queens Ct.  
Ridgewood, NJ 07450 
201-447-2751 
 

Communication Coordinator 

Kathie Bittenbender 
rbittenben@verizon.net 
292 Founders Way 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 
717-697-6257  
 
 

 

APPOINTED           
POSITIONS 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
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July 7-10, 2011 
Area II Festival Conference 

Kutztown University 
Kutztown, PA 

 

Debbie Rice, Director 
Arnold Sherman, Masterclass 

 

April 2, 2011 
Nittany Valley Handbell Festival 

State College, PA 
 

David Harris, Director 
 

Contact:  Gail Ritchey 
                 814-234-1655 

 

July 5-7, 2011 
Area II Young Ringers Festival 

Kutztown University 
Kutztown, PA 

 

Ron Bellamy, Director 

Check updates at the area website:  www.area2agehr.org 

April 9, 2011 
Western PA Handbell Festival 
Wilson Christian Academy 

West Mifflin, PA 
 

Howard Moser, Director 
 

Contact: Kathy Hayes 
734-235-0202 

 
May 14, 2011 

Challenge Ring 
Webster Presbyterian Church 

Webster, NY 
 

Ron Bellamy, Director 
 

Contact: Betsy Barr 
315-524-3816 

 

April 30, 2011 
Hudson Valley Handbell Festival 

Nyack, NY 
 

Deborah Rice, Director 
 

Contact: Rex Holden 
631-567-8913 

 

Check updates at the area website:  www.area2agehr.org 
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June 25-27, 2013 
 

 Area 2 Young Ringers Festival 
Oswego State University 

Oswego, NY 
 

Clinican, Margi Zearley 
 

Contact: Susan Guse 
845-242-1478 

AGEHR Area 2 BELLETIN BOARD 

 

June 27-30, 2013 
 

Area 2 Festival Conference 
Oswego State University 

Oswego, NY 
 

Clinician, David Weck 
Performance Track, Bill Alexander 

 
 

Contact: Jackie Anderson 
585-703-2381 

 

June 22, 2013 
 

Raleigh Ringers in Concert 
Exeter High School 

Reading, PA 
7:00 pm 

 
 

Contact: Cindy Speicher 
alsacelutheran@verizon.net 


