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Joan Argo 
Dobbs Ferry, NY 
 
Marsha Barber 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
Evelyn Bisignano 
Manahawkin, NJ 
 
 
 

 
Lee Hoyer-Bisignano 
Ramsey, NJ 
 
Lia Diorio 
Zarethath, NJ 
 
Helen Feaster 
Liberty, PA 
 
 
 

 
Diane Hankee 
Station, PA 
 
Bill Hemminger 
Carlisle, PA 
 
Carol Houghton 
Morrisville, PA 
 
 
 

 
Jim Keefe 
New York, NY 
 
Melissa Miller 
Elizabethtown, PA 
 
Scott Morrowe 
Tuckahoe, NY 
 
 
 

 
Earl Packard 
Hornell, NY 
 
Becky Richmond 
Spring City, PA 
 
Paula Rogers 
Old Westbury, NY 
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I never dreamed that teaching children how to play hand chimes as part of a mission trip through the Inter-
national Children’s Aid Foundation could really help them all that much-let alone orphans in a country I 
formerly only thought of in relation to Bram Stoker’s Dracula.  Sure they might enjoy it, but what kind of 
aid is it, really?  What sort of aid could a seventeen year-old girl offer?  Spending less than two weeks in 
Criscior, Romania, taught me how truly wrong I was. 
 
From the very first time we set up the bells for a church service  when we arrived, I could sense the fasci-
nation with the music and the instruments.  The children all wanted to hold the chimes and make the music 
for themselves.  Our first rehearsal with the kids was in the Baptist Church in Brad, a larger town  scant 
minutes from what we referred to as home.  We started with the Celebrated Cannon.  I was paired with a 
girl about my age, Mirela, teaching her the part for her bass chime.  I realized how important the music was 
to these people when she told me that everyone had been waiting excitedly for days, anticipating our  
arrival. 
 
Their immediate love for us made the whole trip even more of a blessed experience for me.  Nearly every 
spare moment I  had was spent with the kids, from tiny Florin and Delia at Casa Emanuel (the orphanage in 
Criscior, where I  stayed on the second floor) to Flavius (a boy a few years younger than me).  The young-
est loved to be held or played with, and show us how they could count to ten in English, while the older 
kids took part in global teenage rituals-hanging out and talking and laughing, telling us about their lives 
and asking about ours. 
 
In the days that followed I spent hours upon hours working with the chime choirs, turning pages, teaching 
rhythm exercises, helping with technique, even teaching something I learned at the Area II Festival; Maori 
Sticks.  From the smallest to the oldest, they eagerly soaked up the knowledge and the skills to create mu-
sic.  It was so amazing for me to see them so utterly appreciative and thankful for something I didn’t even 
think would be helpful, and so wonderful to see how happy they became when they created music.  As they 
learned their songs and practiced them, some would break into applause in joy at what they could do. 
 
The room where we played bells was situated over a bakery (where we would all traipse to on a quest for a 
pretzel or a pastry filled with vanilla or chocolate) and across the street from the new Christian Center, un-
der construction (and a little destruction) for the duration of our stay.  Sometimes as we sat at lunch, my 
friends on the construction team would tell me how the music floated out the window and created a con-
stant  glorious undertone to their hammering and drilling with the songs “Come Christians Join to Sing” or 
“The Great Gate of Kiev” echoing out over the streets of Brad. 
 
It hit me that, although I might not be working in the hospital clinic and I wasn’t involved in the construc-
tion crew, I had a lot to offer.  I still do.  I think that the choice to go to Romania was one of the best deci-
sions I have ever made.  Knowing that my passion for music can help people on the other side of the globe 
was staggering, and at the same time uplifting.  Feeling needed and appreciated by people who knew me 
for what seems a moment in the whole of a lifetime was so touching, as if God directed us to meet and aid 
one another.  I offered music, they offered their open arms and hearts. 
 
 
�
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AS A RESULT OF THE ROMAINIA TRIP 
BOARD VOTES FOR FIRST ENDOWMENT 

 

As a result of the trip to Romania by a number of bell ringers in Area II, a grant from the newly created 
Endowment Fund has been  provided to support the continuation of the program for teaching Hand 
Chimes in the Christian Center in Brad, Romania. 
 
The grant provides a stipend for a year for a director.  Several members of the mission team have also 
given support to the purchase of permanent tables in the center.  Music and curriculum have also been 
provided.  Marilyn Shenenberger, as the Area II Mentoring Chair, will provide assistance to the director 
upon request and receive his reports on a monthly basis.  These on-going progress reports will be shared 
in Twice Tolled Tales. 
 
This is one of the first requests received for a grant from the Endowment Fund.  More information on 
the criteria and how to apply can be found on the Area II website, www.area2agehr.org. 
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PENNSYLVANIA STATE 

DISTRICT COORDINATORS�
<. OPEN         Philadelphia, 191, some 190 
2. Carolyn Biles  610-594-3856  raybiles@worldnet.att.net  South Philadelphia, 193, some 190 
3. Laura McClennan 215-234-4635 mclennans@att.net  Northwest Philadelphia, 194, some 190 
4. Ethel Geist  215-529-1603  egeist@comcast.net  Doylestown area, 189 
5. OPEN        Allentown/Easton, 180, 181 
6. Jim LaVoy  570-676-8548  LordJim424@hotmail.com NE PA, 182, 183, 184, 185, 187, 188 
7. Bobbi Schmid  717-627-0196  thezoo213@juno.com  Lancaster, 175, 176 
8. Dottie Brown  610-582-8878  f5g5@aol.com   Reading, 195, 196 
9. Shawn Gingrich 717-583-1922  smgingrich@blazenet.net  East of Harrisburg, 170 
10. OPEN        Harrisburg. 171. 170 
11. Laine Heltebridle 717-764-1562  laheltebridle@hotmail.com York, 174, 173 
12. Open        Shippensburg/Chambersburg, 172 173 
13. Ellen Davis  570-326-5569  Musicminstjumc@aol.com Williamsport/Bloomsburg, 
         177, 178, 179, 186 
14. Patty Coldiron 814-342-5675  patcoldiron@adelphia.net  Altoona/State College, 166, 168 
15. OPEN        Somerset/Indiana/Johnstown, 155, 157, 159 
16. Marian Bates  724-537-6748  bates15650@hotmail.com  Uniontown/Greensburg, 154, 156 
17. Ron Hann  412-229-0190  ministermusic@hotmail.com Monessen/Washington, 150, 153 
18. Roberta Erickson 412-828-0693  rw-rk.erxn@worldnet.att.net Pittsburgh, 152 
19. Sue Garton  724-794-4081  bgarton@pathway.net  North of Pittsburgh, 151, 160, 161, 162 
20. OPEN        Kane/DuBois/Wellsboro, 158, 167, 169 
21. Leslie Weber  814-833-9437  bachfan@adelphia.net  Erie, 163, 164, 165 
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NEW YORK STATE 
DISTRICT COORDINATORS 

�

  1. Bernard Garrett 516-746-6585 ex 130  music@stroseofli.org  
  2. Daniel Denver 212-675-0026   Danieltdenver@compuserve.com  
  3. Abi Gray  914-737-3184   grayaa7776@yahoo.com  
  4. Lois Reese  845-446-7267  aloreese@hvc.rr.com  
  5. Beverly Buddle 518-234-7578   bbuddle@midtel.net  
  6. Donna Halbert 607-797-5834   singdonna@aol.com  
  7. Harriet Haine  315-894-3713  Baha@MSM.com  
  8. Rene Hebert   315-682-6786   Rhebert694@earthlink.net  
  9. Dorothy Preston  607-539-6293   bdalepres@aol.com  
10. Ruth Hugenbruch  716-388-7365   rhugenbruch@hotmail.com  
11.&12 . Jane Kubacki 716-854-2800   Jane259138@aol.com   
     & Mildred Fischle 716-688-9078   milfisc@juno.com  
13. Karen Robards 518-523-9381  handbell@northnet.org 
14. Erin Ells  585-727-3666  qtoast@rochester.rr.com 
15. Pam Spirko  315-682-8783   pspirko@earthlink.net 
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NEW JERSEY STATE  
DISTRICT COORDINATORS 

 
1. Art Morgan  856-983-9217  mmarlton@juno.com  Burlington, Camden, 
         Gloucester 
2. Susan Geiser  609-530-0628  scg218@comcast.net  Mercer 
3. Shelley Giaier  908-832-7957 belshell66@aol.com   Hunterdon, Somerset 
4. OPEN        Monmouth, Middlesex 
5. Carl Loutzenheiser 973-267-1258  RingDuets@optonline.net   Morris, Sussex, Warren 
6. John Slattery  973-450-5992  jslatt3275@aol.com  Essex, Union, Hudson 
7. Joyce Aiken  973-742-3277  bellbasket@att.net  Bergen, Passaic  
8. Barbara D”Ippolito 732-240-7868 dippolito04@comcast.net  Ocean 
9. Chris Neff  610-522-1119 cneff122@Juno.com  Cape May, Salem, Cumberland,  
         Atlantic�
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 Are you aware of the many grants and scholarships Area II has to offer? The Betty B. Garee Scholarship is for first time  
attendees to Area Festivals and Seminars as well as National Seminars.  The Charlie Cramer Scholarship is for non-ringing "roadies" 
who help to move all your bells and equipment.  
  
 Grants from the Endowment Fund can help to supplement your present set of handbells or handchimes, or to get you started 
buying them.  Area II offers grant monies (up to $250) to sub-areas who are trying to get an annual workshop and/or festival started.  
“Special grants” have been awarded to mission projects that have been undertaken by members of Area II.  Area II has a very active 
Handchime Lending Program.  Each state has several sets of handchimes to lend to schools or churches interested in starting a new 
handbell or handchime program. (See Chime Report on page 14.) 
 
 New to the Area is the Mentoring Program that can bring personalized handbell help to you, your church or your school.  
Area II will send a clinician to you for a workshop that addresses your particular needs! 
 
 How can you find out more about all of these?  Check out our website www.area2agehr.org.  You may download the neces-
sary forms there.  Not web-savvy?  Then call or e-mail any Area officer!  We’ll send you a brochure and application. 
 
 Take advantage of all that Area II has to offer you! 
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BENEFITS 
OF HAVING YOUR EVENT ENDORSED BY 

AGEHR 
 

Listed below are some of the advantages of having your event endorsed by AGEHR.  The forms for doing this 
can be obtained from the National site of AGEHR on the internet.  The forms should be mailed to Chair, 
Kathie Bittenbender at 465 Rich Valley Road, Carlisle, PA  17012, and she will forward them to National. 
 
If we are able to grant your request for endorsement, your event will receive the following important benefits: 
 
1. Liability Insurance:  Your event is covered by the AGEHR umbrella liability policy (Call the Dayton of-

fice for details of the coverage).  If the facility requires the form to include “additional-insured,” there is a 
$35 fee.  See deadline note below. 

2. Borrowed Equipment Insurance:  Equipment you borrow for the event, including classes, is covered for 
you against loss due to theft or disaster by an AGEHR umbrella insurance policy.  You are responsible for 
a $1,000 deductible amount.  Equipment provided by participants for use in massed ringing is not covered.  
See deadline note below. 

3. Site Insurance:  If your site requires that its name appear on the AGEHR policy, you must purchase a 
rider. (Call the Dayton office for details.) See deadline note below. 

4. Dishonesty Insurance:  Individuals who handle money for the event in an official capacity are covered by 
an AGEHR insurance policy. (Call the Dayton office for details.) See deadline note below. 

5. Performance Royalties:  Under the AGEHR license agreement with the American Society of Composers, 
Authors, and Publishers (ASCAP), performance royalties will be paid for you by AGEHR.  See deadline 
note below. 

6. Mechanical Royalties:  Making audio recordings of concerts during your event are approved by the 
Handbell Industry Council (HIC).  This applies only to official recordings made by your event sponsor, 
not to recordings made by individuals.  All other audio and video recordings constitute an infringement of 
the U.S. copyright laws.  You must, following your event, send statutory mechanical royalties and the 
Royalty Form to the publishers involved.  See deadline note below. 

7. Advertising:  Your event will be listed in Overtones, the national journal of AGEHR, in your regional 
area newsletter, and on the AGEHR website (www.agehr.org).  Contact the Dayton office ad your area 
chair for deadlines.  In your advertising materials you are required to state that your event is endorsed by 
the American Guild of English Handbell Ringers. 

8. Mailing Labels:  The Dayton office will, at no cost, provide for your use one set of the names and ad-
dresses of AGEHR members located in the appropriate market region of your event.  You may select (a) 
mailing labels or (b) a data file.  The Mailing Labels/Data File Request form will be attached.  We encour-
age you to make use of this opportunity to promote your event. 

 
 
 

 Please note:  To receive benefits 1,2,3,4,5, and 6 you must submit the required  
 reports to the Dayton  office no later than thirty (30) days following your event. 
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AGEHR MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 
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�Membership Form—The American Guild of English Handbell Ringers 

Membership Type 

��Platinum Membership ................................. $175.00 

��Sterling Membership ................................... $130.00 

��Regular Membership..................................... $65.00 

��Ringer Membership....................................... $30.00 
Must be affiliated with a choir of a regular member. 
Membership number of choir:_______________________ 

��Senior Citizen Membership (65+).................. $40.00 
Individual membership, may not represent a group 

��Full-Time Student Membership ..................... $30.00 

��Business Membership................................. $130.00 

��Canadian Membership........................... add $10.00 
to all membership categories to cover additional postage 

��International Subscription 

� A. Overtones at Printed Matter rate $65.00 US 
� B. Overtones at First Class rate  $95.00 US 

Mail to: AGEHR, Inc. 
1055 East Centerville Station Road 
Dayton, Ohio 45459-5503 

Make check/money order payable to: The AGEHR, Inc. 

Payment enclosed $____________________ (U.S. 
Funds) 

All returned checks will incur a $25 processing fee. 

Mailing Information 

Name:________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________ 

Is the above a (check one): 

� Personal Address     or     � Organization Address 

Daytime Phone: ________________________________________ 

Evening Phone: ________________________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________________ 

Name of Business/School/Church:__________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

This is a  � New Membership  � Renewal (Member #___________) 

Credit Card Information      

� Visa     � MasterCard 

Card Number:__________________________________________  

Signature:_____________________________________________  

Expiration Date: ________________________________________  
For credit card payments, please mail to the address  

provided at left or fax to 937-438-0434. 
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MENTORING REPORT 
 

November 2006 

New bells? 

 

Take advantage of Area II’s Orientation/Getting Started Workshop.  It is offered free of charge to any 

choir who has recently purchased a set of bells (3 octaves or larger).  Our Mother of Sorrows in Johns-

town, PA and Pleasantville Presbyterian Church in NJ have taken us up on our offer, and both groups 

are off to a great start.  Area II provides the clinician who will arrange a time convenient for you and your 

ringers; They will come to your facility, and work directly with your ringers on ringing basics, bell 

changes, and special techniques. 

 

Same bells, new ringers?  Old ringers need refurbished? 

 

Area II also offers a Mentoring Workshop for a nominal fee for all choirs who would like to brush up on 

their skills and techniques.  You decide what your choir needs most, and we will send a clinician to work 

with your group on those specific needs.  Two mentoring workshops are scheduled so far, one for an ele-

mentary school who would like to incorporate chimes into their general music curriculum, and one for a 

church who purchased bells 4 years ago, and would like to hone their skills on stopped techniques, weav-

ing, Shelley and 4-in-hand. 

Your Area II Mentoring Chair is waiting to set up a workshop for your choir! 

 

Contact Marilyn Shenenberger at 

E mail: handbelle@comcast.net  or phone 609-871-8819 
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